
 
D.T.M. AGAR BASE 
(DERMATOPHYTE TEST AGAR BASE) 
 
Product Number  D 8059 
 
 
Product Description 
Dermatophyte Test Agar Base (D.T.M. Agar Base) with 
supplements is used as a highly selective medium for 
the isolation of dermatophytes. The papaic digest of 
soyabean meal provides nitrogenous and 
carbonaceous substances essential for growth. 
Dextrose is the energy source. D.T.M. Agar Base helps 
in the isolation and early recognition of members of the 
Microsporum species and the Trichophyton species by 
means of the distinct color change from red to yellow. 
Rapidly growing species may effect a complete color 
change within three days, while slow growers will 
change color in a longer time.  Nondermatophytes can 
be recognized by the absence of color change. A few 
saprophytes, yeasts and bacteria can change the 
medium color red to yellow, but can be easily 
distinguished by colonial morphology. Complete 
classification of dermatophytes depend on microscopic 
observations along with biochemical and serological 
tests. 
 
Components  
Item                         g/L                                                           
Papaic Digest of Soyabean Meal 10.00 
Glucose    10.00 
Phenol Red                  0.20 
Agar     20.00  
    
Final pH (at 25 °C) 5.5 ± 0.2 
 
Precautions and Disclaimer For laboratory use only. 
Not for drug, household or other uses. 
 
Preparation Instructions 
Suspend 20.1 grams of D.T.M. Agar Base in 500 mls of 
distilled water. Boil to dissolve the medium completely. 
Sterilize by autoclaving at 15 lbs. pressure (121 °C) for 
15 minutes. Cool to 50 °C. Aseptically add the 
rehydrated contents of one vial of D 5185 

D.T.M.Supplement. Mix well before pouring into sterile 
petri plates. 
 
Storage  
Store the dehydrated medium at 24 °C and the 
prepared medium at 2-8 °C.  
 
Product Profile  
Appearance  Light pink colored, 

homogeneous, free flowing 
powder. 

 
Gelling Firm. 
 
Color and Clarity          Orange-red colored, slightly 

opalescent gel forms in the 
petri plates.  

 
Cultural Response Cultural characteristics     

observed after up to 6 days at 
25-30 °C. 

 
Organisms                 (ATCC) Growth  
Candida albicans                    (10231) good  
Microsporum audouinii           (9079) good  
Trichophyton mentagrophytes(9533) good  
Pseudomonas aeruginosa      (27853) none-poor 
Aspergillus niger                     (16404) None-poor 
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 Sigma brand products are sold through Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. 

Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. warrants that its products conform to the information contained in this and other Sigma-Aldric h publications.  Purchaser 
must determine the suitability of the product(s) for their particular use.  Additional terms and conditions may apply.  Please see reverse side of 

the invoice or packing slip. 


