
 
 
SODIUM AZIDE 
Product Number S 2002 
Store at Room Temperature 
Replacement for Product Code 19,993-1 
 
 
CAS #: 26628-22-8 
Product Description 
 

 
Molecular weight:  65.0 
pK = 4.8 
Melting point:  Upon heating decomposes to sodium 
and nitrogen1 

 
Sodium azide is a commonly used preservative for 
laboratory reagents.  Typical effective concentrations 
used by Sigma range form 0.02% to 0.1% (w/v). 
 
Sodium azide is also an inhibitor of peroxidase2, 
myeloperoxidase3, superoxide dismutase4, galactose 
oxidase5, catalase6,7, and 02 evolution in 
photosynthesis8. 
 
The mechanism of its inhibition and toxicity may be due 
to metal ion complexation and displacement from 
enzymes.5,9 
 
 
 

Precautions and Disclaimer  
Sodium Azide is considered highly toxic and highly 
reactive under certain conditions.  Read the Material 
Safety Data Sheet carefully before use. 
 
Preparation Instructions  
Sigma tests the solubility of sodium azide at 50 mg/ml 
in water yielding a clear-colorless solution.  In aqueous 
acidic solutions sodium azide is converted to hydrazoic 
acid, a volatile gas.1 
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Sigma brand products are sold through Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. 
Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. warrants that its products conform to the information contained in this and other Sigma-Aldrich publications.  Purchaser 

must determine the suitability of the product(s) for their particular use.  Additional terms and conditions may apply.  Please see reverse side of 
the invoice or packing slip. 
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