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39964 Tryptone water, Vegitone (Vegitone Tryptone water; Peptone 
water tryptic digest, Vegitone) 
 
 
Vegitone Tryptone Water contains plant peptone instead of animal derived peptone. It is used for the detection of 
indole production by coliforms. It is also recommended by ISO Committee under the specification ISO 9308-1:1990. 
 
Composition: 
 
Ingredients Grams/Litre 
Tryptone (vegetable) 10.0 
Sodium chloride 5.0 
Final pH 7.5 +/- 0.2 at 25°C 
 
Store prepared media below 8°C, protected from direct light. Store dehydrated powder, in a dry place, in tightly-sealed 
containers at 2-25°C. 
 
Appearance:   Light yellow coloured, homogeneous, free flowing powder. 
Colour and Clarity: Yellow coloured, clear solution without any precipitate. 

 
Directions: 
Dissolve 15 g in 1000 ml distilled water. Heat if necessary to dissolve the medium completely. Dispense into tubes and 
sterilize by autoclaving at 15 lbs pressure (121°C) for 15 minutes. 
 
Principle and Interpretation: 
Tryptone (vegetable) is a good substrate for indole production because of its high tryptophan content. Certain 
organisms breakdown the amino-acid tryptophan with the help of enzymes that mediate the production of indole by 
hydrolytic activity (1). The indole produced can be detected by either Kovac’s or Ehrlich’s reagent  (2). Indole 
combines with the aldehyde present in the above reagent to give red colour in the alcohol layer. The alcohol layer 
extracts and concentrates the red colour complex. 
 
Cultural characteristics after 24 hours at 37°C 
 
Organisms (ATCC) Growth Indole Reaction 
E. coli (25922) +++ + 
E. aerogenes (13048) +++ - 
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