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Product Description 
Interleukin-5 is a product of activated T lymphocytes 
and exhibits activity on eosinophils, B cells and thy-
mocytes.  Synonyms or biological activities attributed to 
IL-5 include:  EDF (eosinophil differentiating factor), 
BCGF-II (B-cell growth factor-II), TRF (T cell replacing 
factor), IgA-EF (IgA enhancing factor), and EO-CSF 
(eosinophil colony stimulating factor).1-4  Natural IL-5 is 
a 32-34 kDa dimeric glycoprotein,5,6 although 
glycosylation is not required for activity.  Human and 
mouse IL-5 show limited species cross-reactivity.7 
 
Reagents 
Lyophilized from 0.2 µm-filtered phosphate buffered 
saline (PBS), pH 7.4 containing 100 µg bovine serum 
albumin. 
 
Reconstitution  
Reconstitute the contents of the vial with 1 ml of  
0.2 µm-filtered PBS containing 0.1% BSA to prepare a 
working solution.  Recommended working concentration 
range is 0.5 - 10 ng/ml.  If aseptic technique is used, 
additional filtration should not be necessary and should 
be avoided due to possible adsorption onto the filter 
membrane. 
 
Storage/Stability 
Store at −20 °C.   
 
After reconstitution, store at 2-8 °C for a maximum of  
3 months.  For extended storage, freeze in working 
aliquots at −70 °C or −20 °C.  Repeated freezing and 
thawing is not recommended. 

 
Product Profile 
The proliferative activity of human IL-5 is tested in cul-
ture using human TF-1 cells, adapted to grow with IL-5 
stimulation.7,8  The EC50 is defined as the effective con-
centration of growth factor that elicits a 50% increase in 
cell growth in a cell based bioassay. 
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